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New law would ban water removal on environmental grounds

BY MARTIN MITTELSTAEDT
ENVIRONMENT REFORTER

The issue of how well protec-
‘ted Canada's water Is from
bulk exports has always been
ht:ltl:.r contested.

‘The federal government has
insisted in recent years| that

foreigners won't be able fo get: | &8

 their hands on a resource some
g .have called “blue; gold,“ w?ﬂ]e

just as ad
 scale div

i« : bas!.ns, i '_ W Ic-
port by the Unlversi’ty of To-"
“ronto’s Munk Centre,
The report includes model
federal legislation that its au-
thors contend would head off
possible NAFTA and World
Trade Organization challenges
‘over a Canagian prohibition on
bulk exports by making the en-
- vironmental protection of wa-
* ter resources the key reason for
the law.
X “Th.is ‘may present one of the

to have sovereign control over
_.‘gs water” sald_AdeleHurley

Auscoarsuardmulbmhluhmam&wmmm

last opportunities for Canada to effectively control ifs water." MikE FORNES/AP

Ralph Pentland. former direc-
tor of water planning and man-
agement at Environment
Canada, Frank Quinn, a special
adviser on water transfers to
the International Joint Com-
mission, and Owen Saunders,
executive director of the Cana-
dian Institute of Resources

Law atthe 'Universlty of Calga-

Thetepnrtandthep;mnmed
will be released to

I dasf. and they will add strength

to some environmental orga-

nizations’ arglment that Cana-
da’s water is in danger of being
sold to slake the thirst of a
parched world.

e t Canad
:and the United States were

about to negotiate a bulk water
deal, saying l:hat the country's

dahasr
plaue to pmthItbquremoval

‘of water, including diversion,
“backed by serious fines and/or

imprlsomnent,“ he said in

d States or other
“could: l:epresent a

Canada to the drainage basin
Jinwhich it is fomédal isjusﬂﬂed

tion, invasive species and over-

use.
The drainage basins corre-

spond to the river systems en-

the country’s ocean

coastlines and a small portion
into.

| | on the Prairies that
| the Gulf of Mexico. As an ex-

_ample of how the proposal
~would work, it would make it

illegal for anyone to remove

ater from ariver that drains -
into the Gulf of Mexicoand
place it in a river th A
 Hudson Bay. Such trans-
fem  possible in many areas
of the Prairies.
A side benefit of an approach
“that focuses on water basin

boundaries rather than polifi- -

cal boundaries is

much more likely to be conso-
nant with Canada's interna-
tional trade obligations,” the
report said.

about 10 per cent of Canadian

territory is protected by the

federal government’s 2002 pro-

hibition of bulk water remova-

ls from boundary water basins.
Under the proposed I

tiol as well

According to the report, only




